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Rio Rancho

City officials considered declaring Unit 10, a 1,373-acre undeveloped portion
of the City, blighted and forcing 827 property owners to sell their investments to a
single developer that had yet to be chosen.* Of 100 property owners attending a
December 2005 City Council meeting, most of those who spoke were adamantly
opposed to the plan: “I thought I was protected as long as I paid my taxes, worked
hard, and obeyed the laws,” said Michelle Nelson. New Mexico Supreme Court
Chief Justice Richard Bosson also attended—on behalf of his mother who owns
property in Unit 10 that she inherited from her mother.*” Faced with mounting
opposition, however, Rio Rancho officials backed off the plan, which called
for using eminent domain to seize property from anyone unwilling to sell. In
March 2006, Rio Rancho citizens voted the incumbent, Mayor Jim Owens, who
championed the plan, out of office in favor of candidate Kevin Jackson, who
opposed the use of eminent domain.>*

“I thought I was protected as long as I paid my taxes, worked
hard, and obeyed the laws.”
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