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Fall River

On September 27, 2005, Fall River’s City Council voted unanimously to give
the City’s Redevelopment Authority permission to take Samuel Shapiro’s 4.62-acre
plot of land, on which he runs United Textile Machinery, by eminent domain if
he won't sell it.**" The City Council wants to give Shapiro’s land to Meditech, a
computer software company that promises to bring 600 jobs to the town.”** In
December 2005, the City’s redevelopment authority voted to seize Shapiro’s land
by no later than January 5, 2006.*® In January, the City took the property and
gave Shapiro and his employees 120 days to vacate.?**

Lowell

City officials are planning to acquire all private property within the 15.2-acre
Hamilton Canal District redevelopment area to replace it with new commercial,
retail, office and residential space along the Hamilton, Merrimack and Pawtucket
canals. The City will issue a request for proposals for the project and select
a master developer later this year.?® In April 2006, City councilors voted
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Lunenburg plans to sell the land to a different developer who will
presumably build something else.

unanimously to seize four properties—seven acres of the defunct Appleton Mills
and properties owned by McLaughlin Storage Inc. and attorney Louis Saab. The
owner of Appleton Mills was given until the end of May to come to terms with
the city or face eminent domain, whereas the other three properties were being
condemned immediately. The City will use State and federal funds to pay for the

acquisitions.?*

Lunenburg

In June 2006, City selectmen will ask town residents to approve the use of
eminent domain to seize the former Whalom Park, the site of a former amusement
park that developer Global Property Development Corp. wants to turn into
condos.?” Lunenburg plans to sell the land to a different developer who will
presumably build something else.*
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