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Skyland

“The Supreme Court upheld 50 years of precedent today, allowing local
officials the continued use of eminent domain to bolster depressed economic
neighborhoods,” said Anthony Williams, mayor of Washington D.C. and
president of the National League of Cities on the day the Kelo decision came
down.”

Williams was especially pleased with the decision because it supported a
project to take Skyland, a fully leased shopping center in Southeast D.C., with
a grocery store, restaurants, nail salons and laundromats among other retailers,
and replace it with other retailers and, redevelopment officials hope, a big box
store.”” According to Williams a ruling in favor of the Kelo homeowners “would
have [had] severe long-term effects on many government projects. It would [have]
jettison[ed]” the Skyland project.®

The shopping center consists of 16 properties with 14 separate owners.*'

In July 2005, the National Capital Revitalization Corporation (“NCRC”) filed
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condemnations against six of the properties.®

Seventeen property owners and lessees sued the NCRC to prevent officials
from filing more condemnations. In December 2005, a U.S. District Court judge,
citing Kelo, ruled in favor of the NCRC.*

As of April 2006, the NCRC claims to control two-thirds of the properties.®
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